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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


J.  if. 

Boot,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the 

Town  q 

/  Montague. 

To  Cash 

on  hand  Feb.  19,  1878, 

JL'it. 

145  47 

" 

Balance  due  on  Taxes,  1875, 

67  55 

K 

(( 

"     "         "       1876, 

400  00 

<< 

(k 

a       u             a          ]877, 

2456  02 

(( 

Cash  received  for  Licenses, 

1500  00 

<< 

(C 

"          "  Eent  of  Lecture  Room, 

30  00 

(( 

il 

"      "      "  Town  House, 

17  00 

(( 

11 

"          "  Northampton  Asylum, 

71  05 

ti 

il 

"         of  Town  of  Deerfield, 

129  34 

li 

(( 

"       "       "  Greenfield, 

171  02 

(( 

(( 

"  Leverett, 

67  33 

it 

il 

"  Adams, 

69  60 

<( 

il 

"  Middleborough, 

19  60 

(( 

(( 

"  Erving, 

10  00 

H 

(( 

of  Turners  Falls  Co., 

176  30 

a 

ft 

"         "    County  for  Dog  Fund, 

187  00 

ii 

li 

"         "    State       "   Paupers, 

60  04 

(1 

il 

"  Corporation  Tax, 

216  13 

f( 

ii 

"       "           "  Bank  Tax, 

867  30 

« 

" 

"   State  Aid, 

480  00 

li 

il 

"  School  Fund. 

217  76 

(( 

f< 

"         "       Received  Interest  on  Taxes,  1875, 

58  38 

a 

il 

a             a                                   il                             a 

1876 

>-77. 

,      152  00 

(< 

il 

Borrowed  of  Crocker  National  Bank, 

13,500  00 

(( 

I( 

"  Thaxter  Shaw, 

6500  00 

u 

<( 

"  J.  A.  P.  Keyes, 

340  00 

Amount  of  Tax  Bill  for  1878, 

26,091  20 

?62,889  89 

Cr. 

^y 

Paid  State  Tax, 

1$1150  00 

«( 

ii 

County  Tax, 

3194  44 

(< 

a 

Bank  Tax, 

2064  44 

C( 

11 

State  Aid, 

667 

75 

(( 

(i 

"     Licenses,                                     ' 

375 

00 

11 

a 

Note  Crocker  Savings  Institution, 

4000 

00 

il 

n 

Borrowed  Money, 

13,500 

00 

c< 

11 

School  Committee's  Orders, 

7114  65 

<( 

a 

Selectmen's  Orders, 

18,041 

76 

(( 

Balance  due  on  Taxes,  1877, 

600 

00 

(( 

(i 

"      1878, 

1500 

00 

Cash  on  hand. 

781  85 

—  $62,889  89 

J.  H.  BOOT,  Treasurer. 


SCHOOLING 


COMMITTEE'S  ACCOUNT. 


Paid 


for  Wages, 

$6063  98 

"      Transportation, 

627  60 

"      Fuel, 

316  01 

"      Care  of  School-Houses, 

242  20 

"      Eepairs, 

293  91 

"      New  Room  at  Turners  Falls, 

434  33 

"      Crayons,  Erasers,  Brooms,  &c., 

88  22 

"      Truancy, 

72  00 

"      Books, 

36  54 

"       Printing, 

32  25 

"      Stationery,  Stamps  and  Express, 

7  71 

TOWN    APPEOPRIATIONS. 


$7114  65 


""or  Schooling, 

$6000  00 

"    Repairs, 

1000  00 

"    Interest  State  School  Fund, 

217  76 

$7217  76 

SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL, 

C.  W.  HAZELTON,  i>  School  Committee. 

FRED.  HUBBARD, 


HIGHWAYS    AND    BRIDGES. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS'   ACCOUNT. 

Paid  for  Repairs,  Turners  Falls  District,  $1433  97 

C.  Scott,  387  32 

Geo.  Wright,  380  85 

'    "                 E.  E.  Scott,  77  38 

Thos.  N.  Graves,  78  42 

Millers  Falls,  693  21 

Paid  for  Plank  and  Railing,  72  34 

"         Three  Scrapers,  27  00 

"         Snowing  and  Lighting  Bridge,  25  00 

Balance  in  Treasury, 

Town  appropriation, 

Paid  for  Grading  School  Street,  $66  86 

Grading  L  Street,  95  00 

Grading  T  Street,  150  00 
Painting  &  Repairs  Suspension  Bridge,  370  96 

Bridge  and  Masonry  over  Canal,  459  13 

Extension  Grout  Street,  55  50 


No  appropriation, 

Paid  for  Grading  Third  Street, 

Grading  Prospect  Street, 


$3175  49 
324  51 

$3600  00 


$1197  45 


$2459  68 
979  57 

$3439  25 
$2000  00 


Town  appropriation, 

Deficiency, 

Total  for  Highways  and  Bridges, 
Town  appropriation,  -         $5500  00 

Received  for  Ferry,  62  50 

Received  from  Greenfield  for  Suspension  Bridge,  102  02 

Deficiency,  2147  67 


$1439  25 
$7812  19 


$7812  19 


EDWIN  DEMOND,) 

J.  F.  BARTLETT,       [  Road  Commissioners. 

G.  EDGERTON,         ) 


PAUPERS. 


OVERSEERS'  ACCOimT. 


Alpheus  Newton, 

$73  48 

Carrie  Boswell, 

59  80 

Mary  Stark, 

25 

00 

John  Squires, 

29  40 

Minnie  Burnham, 

28 

71 

Dana  Cook, 

75  74 

George  W.  Pierson, 

59 

11 

Thomas  White, 

14  00 

Roberts  and  wife, 

16 

00 

Henry  Littlejohn, 

10  00 

Reuben  E.  Bartlett, 

61 

63 

George  W.  Potter, 

65  40 

D.  O'Leary, 

18 

00 

E.  A.  Britt, 

54  46 

Norman  Potter, 

6 

00 

Benjamin  Newell, 

97  80 

Liberty  Wright, 

6 

22 

Caleb  S.  White,  Jr., 

18  25 

Mrs.  Howe, 

17 

22 

Rufus  Young, 

9  70 

Moses  Neveau, 

14 

25 

Sylva  Burnham, 

30  60 

M.  Sullivan, 

27 

50 

Mrs.  Terry, 

78  98 

John  Bell, 

8 

00 

John  Stark, 

103  84 

Nellie  Draper, 

24 

40 

Lizzie  Renth, 

75  00 

Charles  Burnham, 

47  84 

Mrs.  Leary  and  Sons, 

426  94 

Lawson  Boy, 

39 

00 

Mrs.  Russell, 

45  50 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Tilden, 

28 

51 

Victor  Clement, 

69  95 

A.  Anthony  and  wife. 

98 

73 

Mrs.  Boleo, 

96  50 

Lyman  Brown's  family. 

132 

84 

T.  Kelly, 

61  45 

Lewis  Morey, 

27 

93 

John  Hoag, 

23  00 

T.  Samsouci, 

46 

80 

Mrs.  McCarty, 

108  14 

Mrs.  Ware, 

15 

72 

Lucy  Tilden, 

34  10 

J.  O'Connor, 

16 

75 

Jacob  Long, 

19  33 

Mrs.  Pike, 

28 

59 

Mrs.  McGuire, 

13  10 

Ezra  E.  Stowell, 

197 

14 

Cornelius  Redding, 

62  00 

Nathan  Stewart, 

31 

07 

Ada  Loveland, 

43  00 

H.  E.  Ellis, 

60 

70 

H.  B.  Graves, 

11  50 

Anna  Wolfe, 

93 

66 

Transportation  Paupers, 

28  00 

John  Commons, 

70 

00 

Northampton  Ins.  Asylum 

I,  71  05 

Patrick  Morau, 

15 

22 

296  Tramps,  Turners  Falls,  93  00 

Angeline  Tilden, 

54 

42 

21  Paupers,  small  amount 

John  G-rimes, 

28 

00 

to  each, 

152  43 

Mary  Collett, 

12 

50 

Burial  Expenses, 

144  00 

John  Savage, 

12 

00 

Paid  on  Town  Farm  acc't, 

965  52 

Total  for  support  of  Poor, 


$4635  32 


Amount  brought  forward, 
Town  Appropriation, 
Received  from  State, 
Due  from  State, 
Received  from  other  Towns, 
Due  from  other  Towns, 

Received  from  Northampton  Insane  Asylum, 
Due  from  Ezra  Stowell  Estate, 
Due  from  Mrs.  Pike  and  Mrs.  Howe.  , 


Deficiency, 


$4635  32 


$2000  00 

50 

04 

560 

00 

266 

33 

344 

92 

71 

05 

448 

00 

45 

81 

$3786  15 

849 

17 

$4635  32 

EDWIN   DEMOND, 
J.  F.  BARTLETT, 
G.  EDGERTON, 


Overseers   of   Poor. 


TOWN   FARM. 


OVERSEERS'  ACCOUNT. 

Received  for  1  Cow, 
Beef, 

Stabling  Horses, 
Milk  and  Vegetables, 
Straw, 
Pasturing, 
Cider  and  Apples, 
Potatoes, 

Town  of  Erving  for  Tramps, 
Difference  between  Cows, 
Buckwheat, 
Town  Treasury, 


$35  00 

41 

42 

44  00 

41 

00 

12 

50 

10 

00 

7 

50 

2 

00 

10 

00 

10 

00 

3 

25 

965 

52 

$1182  19 

'aid  for  Blacksmithing, 

$12 

60 

Groceries  and  Provisions 

246 

57 

Medicine  and  Medical  Attendance, 

35 

28 

Flour  and  Meal, 

59 

40 

Cow, 

40 

00 

2  Heifers, 

28 

00 

Soap, 

6 

00 

Crackers, 

19 

75 

Fertilizers,        * 

42 

50 

Making  Cider, 

.6 

50 

Repairs  on  House  and  Barn, 

98 

45 

Repairs  on  Tools, 

5 

60 

Clothing,  Shoes,  &c.. 

32 

63 

Harness  Work, 

6 

00 

Hay, 

6 

19 

Moses  Spencer  for  Services, 

290 

74 

Labor  in  House  and  on  Farm, 

109 

80 

Tinware, 

2 

40 

Difference  in  Horses, 

40 

00 

Old  Bills,  1875  and  1876, 

27 

50 

Meat  and  Fish, 

64 

28 

Paper, 

2 

00 

$1182  19 

INVENTORY    OP    TOWN    FARM     PROPERTY,    FEBRUARY,    1879. 

Eeal  Estate,  $4200  00 

Live  Stock— 1  Brown  Horse,  $110  00 

1  Dark  Bay  Horse,  50  00 
6  Cows,  180  00 

2  One-Year  Olds,  30  00 
1  Calf,  10  00 

20  Hens,  10  00 

6  Swine,  45  00 

$435  00 

$4635  00 


Produce  and  Provisions- 

-6    Tons  Hay, 

!|72  00 

3i     "      Straw, 

36  00 

1       "      Corn  Fodder 

,      6  00 

35  Bushels  Oats, 

14  00 

18         "       Rye, 

11  70 

8         "       Buckwheat,    4  80 

36         "       Corn, 

18  00 

85         "       Potatoes, 

72  75 

1         "       Carrots, 

75 

50  Heads  Cabbage, 

2  00 

2  Bushels  Beets, 

1  00 

^  Barrel  Soap, 

2  00 

150  lbs.  Beef, 

12  00 

5  bbls.  Cider, 

10  00 

1  bbl.  Vinegar, 

6  00 

75  lbs.  Pork, 

5  00 

6  Bushels  Beans, 

10  50 

50  lbs.  Dried  Apples, 

3  00 

2  Dozen  Brooms, 

3  00 

25  lbs.  Tallow, 

1  75 

$292  25 

$4927  25 

Houseliold  Furniture, 

272  00 

Farming  Tools, 

> 

300  00 

$5499  25 

Eeceived  from  Treasury, 

$965  52 

Interest, 

300  00 

Taxes,  on  Farm  Property, 

20  00 

$1285  52 

There  has  been  furnished  431  weeks'  board  to  inmates,  besides 
living  entertainment  to  305  Tramps. 

EDWIN   DEMOND,) 

J.  F.  BARTLETT,      [  Oveeseees   of   Pooe. 

C.  EDGEETON,         ) 
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SELECTMEN'S   ACCOUNT. 


STATE  AND  COUNTY  TAXES. 


State  Tax, 
County  Tax, 

$1150  00 
3194  44 

$4344  44 
655  56 

Eemaining  in  Treasury, 

Appropriation, 

$5000  00 

BANK    TAX. 

Paid  State  Treasurer, 

Assessing  and  Collecting, 

$2064  44 
27  00 

Tax  on  non-resident  Crocker  Bank 

Stock, 

$2091  44 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  from  March  1st,  1878,  to  March  1st,  1879, 


%667  75 


INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 


Paid  J.  H.  Root, 

$32  50 

E.  L.  Delano, 

69  87 

Miss  Philinda  Bardwell, 

84  00 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Bardwell, 

195  00 

Crocker  Instittition  for  Savings, 

260  66 

Eranklin  Institution  for  Savings, 

874  50 

$1516  63 

Appropriation, 

$1500  00 

Deficiency, 

16  53 

$1516  53 

11 

CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

TOWN    OFFICERS. 


Paid  J.  H.  Eoot,  Treasurer, 

$100  00 

E.  Demoncl,  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  Poor, 

100  00 

J.  F.  Bartlett,     "            "          "          "      '' 

100  00 

G.  Edgerton,       "            "          "           "      " 

100  00 

'    E.  Demond,  Assessor, 

75  00 

J.  F.  Bartlett,     " 

75  00 

G.  Edgerton,       " 

75  00 

Seymotir  Eockwell,  School  Committee, 

100  00 

Fred  Hubbard, 

100  00 

Charles  W.  Hazelton,    " 

100  00 

D.  C.  Bangs,  Collector, 
« 

200  00 

MISCELLANEOTJS. 


$1125  00 


Expenses  on  Eeardon  Suit,  $54  60 

Paid  A.  Moore  (  Moderator,)  5  00 

C.  T.  Bagnall,  Printing  109  00 

Temporary  Interest,  259  90 

Cost  on  Phil.  Hannigan  Suit,  33  80 

Chas.  Allen,  Counsel  City  Bridge,  15  00 

"         "               "       SusiDension  Bridge,  15  00 

S.  T.  Field,          "                 "             "  125  00 

School  Books,  98  08 

A.  Chenery,  Care  of  Library,  50  00 

Insurance  on  Centre  School  House,  96  00 

Turners  Falls  Library  One-Half  Dog  Fund,  92  22 

Montague               "              "            "         "  92  22 

Water  Eent  and  Repairs,  31  37 

L.  D.  Joslyn,    Old  Bill,  5  50 

Painting  Hearse  House  and  Eepairs,  6  75 

Defending  Licenses,  32  30 

Repairs  on  Library,  176  80 

"       "    Town  House  82  QQ 

J.  A.  Tupper,  Driving  Hearse  and  Repairs,  80  50 

Wood,  Oil  and  Stationery,  26  12 

Posting  Warrants,  8  00 

Blank  Books,  Express  and  Postage,  34  60 

Travelling  Expenses,  40  00 

Digging  Graves,  8  00 

J.  S.  Pierce,  Driving  Hearse,  32  50 

Henry  Hastings,  Lighting  Bridge,  20  12 


12 


Paid  R.  L.  Clapp,  Fixtures  Town  Hall, 
Sundry  Old  Bills, 

E.  Demond,  Abatement  Taxes  1876, 

"     ]877, 
R.  N.  Oakman,    "  "     1874,  and  1875, 

Bound  Stones, 

Expense  of  Land  Sold  for  Taxes, 
Recording  Deaths,  Births,  and  Marriages, 
Rice  Ferry, 

Assessing  and  Collecting  Bank  Tax, 
Local  Register  at  Turners  Falls, 


Paid  Police  Turners  Falls 


Contingent  Expenses, 


Remaining  in  Treasury, 


$12  20 
35  22 
37  95 
93  90 
57  93 

3  50 
18  64 
83  85 
23  29 
27  00 

7  25 

$2031  &1 
921  05 

12952  72 
1125  00 

$4077  72 
1064  39 


Town  Appropriation, 


Police, 


Interest  on  Taxes, 
Corporation  Tax, 
Bank  Tax, 
Licenses,  net, 
Turners  Falls  Co. 
Receipts  of  Town  House, 


$5142  11 

$1500  00 

1000  00 

210  38 

216  13 

867  30 

1125  00 

176  30 

47  00 

$5142  11 

SUMMARY    OF    SELECTMEN'S 

Paid  Interest  on  Town  Debt, 
Town  Officers, 
Miscellaneous  Expenses, 
Police,  Turners  Falls, 
Pauper  Expenses, 
Highways, 


ORDERS, 

$1516  53 

1125 

00 

2031 

Ql 

921 

05 

4635 

32 

7812 

19 

$18041  7Q 
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LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

E.  L.  Delano,  $1075  00 

J.  H.  Eoot,  500  00 

Miss  Philinda  Bardwell,  1200  00 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Bardwell,  3000  00 

Tliaxter  Shaw,  5500  00 

J.  A.  P.  Keyes,  340  00 

Franklin  Savings  Institution,  15900  00 


Total  Debt, 

$27515  00 

ASSETS. 

Due  for  State  Aid, 

%667  75 

State  Paupers, 

410  18 

Due  from  Fitchburg, 

42  97 

Sunderland, 

61  33 

Amherst, 

24  40 

Wendell, 

96  50 

Gill, 

152  00 

Turners  Falls  Co., 

60  00 

Ezra  Stowell's  Estate, 

448  00 

Mrs.  Howe  and  Mrs.  Pike, 

45  81 

Due  for  unpaid  Taxes,  1877, 

500  00 

1878, 

1500  00 

Cash  on  hand. 

781  85 

$4780  79 

Net  Town  Debt,  March  1,  1878, 

20931  33 

March  1,  1879, 

22734  21 

Net  increase  the  current  year, 

KSTIMATED  NECESSARY  APPROPRIATIONS    FOR   1879. 

State  and  County  Taxes, 

Schooling, 

Interest  on  Town  Debt, 

Support  of  Poor, 

Police, 

Highways, 

Suspension  Bridge, 

Incidental  Expenses, 

Town  Debt, 

Respectfully  submitted. 


$5000  00 

7000  00 

1500  00 

3000  00 

iOOO  00 

3500  00 

500  00 

1500  00 

4000  00 

EDWIN   DEMOND,^ 

)    Selectmen 

J.  F.  BARTLETT,       \ 

>•                OF 

G.  EDGERTON, 

)  Montague. 
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NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF    THE 

MONTAGUE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FROM  FEB.  1st,  1878,  TO  FEB.  1st,  1879. 


Whole  number  of  Volumes  in  Library, 

1708 

Added  tbe  past  year, 

64 

Families  taking  books. 

80 

Received  from  Members, 

$43  89 

"       For  Catalogues, 

50 

"       From  Dog  fund, 

92.22 

Amount  expended  for  Books, 

$63  57 

For  Re-Bind 

ing  Books, 

40  30 

"               "         For  Express, 

Postage,  &c., 

3  35 

"               "         For  Wood,  L 

igbts,  &c., 

8  02 

Librarian's  Salary,  $50  00 


A.  CHENERY,  Librakian. 
E.  A.  DEANE,  Treasurer. 


Montague,  Feb.  14,  1879. 
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REPORT 

OF    THE 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1879. 


With  substantially  the  same  material  as  last  year  as  a  basis  of 
a  School  Report, — the  same  teachers  (with  two  or  three  exceptions), 
the  same  school-houses  and  appointments,  the  usual  appropria- 
tion, the  majority  of  the  School  Board  the  same,  to  offer  anything 
especially  new  would  almost  seem  a  miracle. 

Section  6th  of  Chap.  40  of  the  School  Laws  reads  as  follows  : 
"  The  School  Committee  shall  annually  make  a  detailed  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools,  which  report  shall  con- 
tain such  statements  and  suggestions,  in  relation  to  the  public 
schools,  as  the  Committee  deem  necessary  or  proper  to  promote 
the  interests  thereof."  Two  copies  of  every  town's  report  are  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  State  Board.  The  town  and  said  Board,  ap- 
parently, have  a  mutual  interest  in  them.  As  the  State  Board 
makes  use  of  all  the  reports  of  the  towns  of  the  State,  for  facts 
and  statements  and  sentiments  upon  which  to  base  their  annual 
report,  it  would  seem  material  that  subjects  trite  and  familiar 
should  be  treated  in  town  reports.  For  example:  the  public  in- 
terest manifested  in  the  schools ;  their  difficulties  and  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  success ;  means  used  and  methods  introduced  to  pro- 
mote school  advancement ;  the  teachers  ;  the  comparative  worth 
and  efficiency  of  Normal  teachers,  whom  the  State  is  educating  in 
great  numbers  and  at  great  expense ;  the  success  in  dealing  with 
offenders  under  the  school  laws — truancy  and  insubordination  ; 
books  and  studies ;  anything  tending  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
public  school.  So  much  information  as  the  State  Board  demands 
concerning  the  expenditure  and  application  of  the  town  appropria- 
tion, is  indicated  in  the  schedule  annually  forwarded  to  Committees, 
to  be  filled  out  and   returned.      It  would  seem   to  be  diverting  a 
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report  from  its  legitimate  design  to  publish  a  minutely-detailed 
account  between  the  Committee  and  town  treasurer ;  the  State 
Board  could  hardly  be  vastly  entertained  or  enlightened  by  a 
statement  of  the  comparative  market  value  of  wood  at  Montague 
and  Buckland,  and  like  information,  and  to  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  who  may  have  an  interest  or  curiosity  to  examine  it,  the  ac- 
count is  always  conveniently  accessible. 

We  have  neither  space  nor  inclination  nor  ability  for  any  pre- 
tentious expansion  of  the  subjects  enumerated.  The  "  account  of 
our  stewardship"  may  throw  some  light  upon  them.  We  hope  it 
may  encourage  teacher  and  pupil,  and  confirm  the  community  in  a 
confidence  in  the  school  prospects,  and  furnish  the  State  Board 
with  some  testimony  that  the  Montague  schools  are  a  respectable 
factor  to  the  general  cause  of  public  education. 
COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  adoption  and  application  of  a  regular  course  of  study  is  one 
of  the  most  important  objects  accomplished.  We  find  that  all  the 
schools,  except  at  Turners  Falls,  can  be  adjusted  to  one  and  the 
same  course,  making  them  all  as  one  school,  with  the  village  as  the 
center  and  the  six  adjacent  schools — Millers  Falls,  Federal  Street, 
&c., — branches  or  sub-divisions.  It  would  seem  desirable  to  make 
most  of  these  purely  primary,  and  only  one  or  two  of  the  grammar 
grade.  Circumstances  make  it  quite  impossible.  Yet,  from  the 
mixed  schools,  by  all  pursuing  the  same  course,  promotions  can  be 
systematically  and  regularly  made  to  the  higher  grades.  The 
course  of  study  commends  itself  in  other  ways.  The  children  of 
parents  moving  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  another,  have  always 
found  more  or  less  difiiculty  in  classing,  in  a  new  schoool,  in  all  the 
studies  they  had  previously  taken  and  should  pursue.  This  trouble 
will  be  obviated  by  the  present  system.  It  also  insists  upon  pupils 
taking  a  complement  of  studies,  in  their  regular  order,  furnishing  the 
best  auxiliary  to  good  order  and  discipline  enough  to  do,  permitting 
none  to  shrink  or  escape  from  studies  of  which  they  cannot  afford 
to  be  ignorant,  and  prohibits  giving  undue  time  and  attention  to 
some  favorite  branch.  It  was  not  uncommon,  years  ago,  for  a  pu- 
pil to  spend  ten  years  of  school  life,  taking  no  studies  but  reading, 
writing,  spelling,  (these  only  exercises),  and  arithmetic,  and  such 
pupils  seldom,  if  ever,  made  the  proficiency  in  them,  as   others  of 
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apparently  no  more  ability  who  became  masters  of  the  whole  com- 
mon school  course  in  the  same  time. 

The  merits  of  the  course  adopted  for  the  primary  and  grammar 
departments  can  hardly  occasion  question.  The  course  adopted 
for  the  High  School  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  in  operation 
in  schools  of  like  grade  throughout  the  State.  The  opinions  of  the 
Committee  are  not  unqualifiedly  pledged  in  its  favor.  We  welcome 
the  fact  that  the  subject  of  high  school  studies  is  being  warmly 
agitated.  Our  teachers  are  generally  educated  with  a  view  to  teach 
the  studies  now  prescribed.  We  should  hardly  feel  warranted  in 
venturing  at  once  upon  a  radical  change. 

The  conditions  at  Turners  Falls  are  so  crude  and  fluctuating, 
that  we  have  adopted,  and  are  operating,  an  experimental  course 
of  study.  We  cannot  confidently  publish  one  as  permanent  until 
a  grade  can  be  established  more  in  accordance  with  our  notions 
and  desires.  This  can  hardly  be  accomplished  so  long  as  the  in- 
crease in  number  in  the  primary  departments,  compels  us  to 
advance  a  class  or  division  almost  every  term,  to  make  room  for 
unlooked-for  reinforcements — an  advancement  or  promotion  that 
should  be  made  but  once  a  year.  The  course  of  study  for  the 
highest  grade,  styled  the  Grammar  School,  has  been  made  to  em- 
brace some  of  the  branches  of  an  ordinary  high  school  course. 
There  is  quita  a  class,  to  whom  the  high  school  is  not  conveniently 
accessible,  who  have  the  time  and  ability  to  accomplish  more  than 
is  prescribed  for  an  ordinary  grammar  school.  The  ambition  to 
do  so  is  deserving  hearty  encouragement,  and  the  increased  de- 
mand and  capacity  attained  for  higher  studies  is  a  fact  of  which 
Turners  Falls  may  reasonably  be  proud. 

We  have  dwelt  at  length  upon  this  matter,  because  it  is  an  or- 
ganization effected,  the  need  of  which  we  have  long  felt — a  work 
that  we  are  confident  will  be  a  great  and  permanent  benefit  to  the 
schools. 

TRANSPORTATION. 
The  expense  of  transportation  has  exceeded  that  of  last  year. 
The  number  to  be  caried  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  has  consid- 
erably increased,  incurring  a  little  more  expense,  and  those  scholars 
belonging  to  the  so-styled  Lafayette,  for  whom  we  have  formerly 
paid  tuition  to  the  town  of  Leverett,  have  been  carried  to  the  vil- 
lage at  an  expense  exceeding  by  a  little  the  cost  of  tuition.  They 
have,  however,  had  the  benefit -of  the  six  more  weeks  of  schooling, 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  we  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
schooling  all  the  children  at  home. 

PURCHASING  BOOKS. 

There  is  an  inability  on  the  part  of  some  parents,  and,  perhaps, 
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an  inexcusable  reluctance  on  the  j^art  of  others,  to  furnish  all  the 
requisite  books  for  their  children.  Sections  30th,  31st,  and  32d  of 
Chapter  38  of  the  School  Laws,  read  as  follows :  "  Sec.  30. — If 
any  scholar  is  not  furnished  by  his  parent,  master  or  guardian 
with  the  requisite  books,  he  shall  be  supplied  therewith  by  the 
school  committee  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  Sec.  31. — The 
school  committee  shall  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  assessors  of 
the  town  of  the  names  of  scholars  supplied  with  l»ooks  under  the 
provisions  of  the  preceding  section,  of  the  books  so  fu  nislTed,  the 
prices  thereof,  and  the  names  of  the  parents,  masters  or  guardians 
who  ought  to  have  supplied  the  same.  The  assessors  shall  add  the 
price  of  the  books  to  the  next  annual  tax  of  such  parents,  masters 
or  /aardians;  and  the  amount  so  added  shall  be  levied,  collected 
and  paid  into  the  town  treasury,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  town 
taxes.  Sec.  32. — If  the  assessors  are  of  the  opinion  that  any  pa- 
rent, master  or  guardian  is  uiiable  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  the 
books  thus  supplied  on  his  account,  they  shall  omit  to  add  the 
price  of  such  books,  or  shall  add  only  a  part  thereof  to  his  anmial 
tax,  according  to  their  opinion  of  his  ability  to  pay.'' 

The  considerable  bill  for  books  found  in  the  Selectmen's  Report, 
has  been  incurred  in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Stat- 
utes quoted  above.  By  the  provision  of  the  Statutes  the  town  will 
be  reimbursed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  parents,  who  were 
able,  who  neglected  or  refused  to  furnish  books.  It  seems  desira- 
ble that  all  parents  should  read  and  be  familiar  witli  the  require- 
ments of  the  law. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  attendance  through  the  Spring  and  Fall  Terras  was  quite 
satisfactory.  The  severity  of  the  winter,  scarlet  fever  and  dibili- 
tating  colds,  have  affected  the  record  of  the  Winter  Term  unfavor- 
ably. 

The  local  paper  paid  a  just  compliment  to  our  Turners  Falls 
truant  officer,  and  called  attention  to  another  lamentable  cause  of 
absence :  "  Truant  Officer  M<n-rison  has  been  quite  busy  this  win- 
ter hunting  up  truants.  He  finds,  however,  that  the  pupils  do 
not  desire  to  shirk  their  studies,  but  many  are  so  poor  that  they 
cannot  go  comfortably  clad,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  boy 
without  a  pair  of  shoes  worthy  of  the  name."  We  fear  that  pa- 
rents are  not  all  awai-e  of  the  evil  effect  upon  the  school,  the 
teacher,  and  the  child  itself,  of  occasional  and  frequent  absences. 

A  thin  school  is  disheartening  to  a  teacher.  The  pupil  who  is 
frequently  absent  loses,  not  only  his  interest,  but  the  necessary 
connections  of  his  studies.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  good  scholar 
who  is  irregular,  or  a  backward  or  ill-disposed  pupil  who  is  constant 
in  attendance.  We  desire  to  call  the  parents'  attention  especially  to 
their  duties  in  this  direction. 
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REPAIES. 

It  lias  been  our  purpose  to  keej)  the  buildings  in  good  repair, 
and  well  supplied  with  those  most  essential  of  all  school-house  ap- 
pointments, black-boards ;  and  we  believe  economy,  as  well  as  the 
reputation  of  the  town,  demands  a  considerable  expenditure  for 
this  end. 

ADDITIONAL  ROOM  AT  TURNERS  FALLS. 

Last  spring,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  town,  a  room  was 
fitted  up  in  the  south  end  of  the  hall,  in  the  third  story  of  the  Oak- 
man  school  building,  which  has  answered  the  purpose  very  well. 
On  account  of  the  rapid  increase  of  scholars,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  provide  as  much  more  room  before  the  Spring  Term  begins. 

TEACHERS. 
A  majority  of  last  year's  teachers  were  re-engaged.  We  think 
them  deserving  as  flattering  encomiums  in  this  year's  as  in 
last  year's  report.  With  our  observation  and  experience,  we  are 
inclined  to  speak  very  favorably  of  Normal  graduates.  Not  that 
all  the  Normal  methods  can  be  applied  at  once  in  all  our  schools. 
But  they  are  teachers  who  have  given  especial  attention  to  the 
calling,  and  have  been  trained  by  those  who,  we  have  a  right  to  as- 
sume, are  thoroughly  versed  in  the  profession. 

CONCLUSION. 
The  importance  of  public  schools  has  been  so  long  established, 
and  is  st>  universally  concpded,  that  an  appeal  to  any  community 
for  their  maintenance  seems  superfluous.  With  our  encouraging 
prospects  of  soon  being,  if  we  are  not  already,  the  most  populous 
town  in  the  county,  we  can  hardly  afford  to  be  indifferent  to  their 
rank.  Pride,  reputation  and  interest  should  be  incentives  to  a 
liberal  support.  The  State  Board  may  justly  expect  us  to  make 
a  good  showing.  Yet  it  were  hardly  fair  to  expect  us  to  compete 
successfully  with  towns  which  furnish  more  generous  means. 
Other  facilities  being  equal,  the  town  of  more  weeks'  schooling 
must  excel  the  town  of  less.  Besides,  they  offer  inducements  that 
attract  and  secure  and  retain  the  best  teachers,  and  can  select  those 
who  have  earned  the  highest  reputation  in  other  towns.  If  we 
have  the  reputation  of  being  the  leading  town  in  the  county  in 
many  other  material  developments,  to  secure  a  corresponding 
character  and  eminence  for  our  public  schools,  they  must  receive 
as  liberal  patronage  and  support  as  is  extended  to  them  in  the 
towns  with  which  we  are  compared. 

SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL, 

C.  W.  HAZELTON,  ^School  Committee. 

FRED.  HUBBARD, 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY  FOR  CENTER  SCHOOLS. 


PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 


FIRST  YEAR. 


Reading  a»d  Spelling.    First  Reader, 


Reading.    First  Reader  completed  and  re^ 

viewed.    Second  Reader  begun. 
Writing  begun. 

Drawing  begun. 


Reading.    Second  Reader  finished, 

Reader  begun. 
Geography.    Primary  begun. 


Arithmetic.  Counting  and  expressing 
numbers  by  figures  to  100.  Roman  nota- 
tion to  XX. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Spelling.  All  words  read.  Names  of  the 
days  of  the  week  and  months  of  the  year. 
Arithmetic.  Roman  notation  to  C.  Ad- 
ding and  Subtracting.  Multiplication 
Tables  begun. 
THIRD  YEAR. 
,    Third  I  Arithmetic.    MacVicar's  Primary  begun. 

I  Drawing,  Spelling  and  Writing  continued. 
FOURTH  YEAR. 


Reading.    Third  Reader    completed    and 

reviewed. 
Geography.    Primary  completed. 
Drawing  and  Writing. 


Arithmetic.    MacVicar's   Primary   com- 
pleted. 
Spelling.    Swinton's  Word  Book. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 


FIRST  AND  SECOND  YEARS. 
Reading.    Fourth  Reader.  i  arithmetic.    Common  School  begun. 

Geography.    Common  School  begun.  Writing  and  Drawing, 

Spelling.    Written  and  Oral.  I  ' 

THIRD  AND  FOURTH  YEARS. 
Reading.    Fifth  Reader.  |  Arithmetic.    Common  School  finished. 

Geography.    Common  School  finished.  Grammar  and  Analysis. 

United  States  History  finished.  Spelling.    Written  and  Oral. 

Drawing  AND  Writing.  Mental  Arithmetic. 

Rhetorioals. 


HIGH   SCHOOL. 


Algebra. 

Analysis. 

Physiology. 

Botany. 

Physical  Geography. 

Book-Keeping  begun. 

Drawing. 

Algebra  finished. 

Physical  Geography  finished. 

Chemistry. 

Drawing. 


FIRST  YEAR. 


SECOND  YEAR. 


Classical. 
Latin. 
French. 


Book-Keeping  finished. 

Geometry. 

Swinton's  Outlines  of  History. 

Classical.    Latin,  Greek  or  German. 


THIRD  YEAR. 
Rhetoric.  Classical. 

English  Literature.  Latin. 

Natural  Philosophy.  .  Greek. 

Geology.  Ancient  History. 

Astronomy. 
General   Exercises. 
Reading. 

At  the  end  of  each  term  an  average  of  the  standing  in  all  the  studies  shall  be  made,  and 
only  the  pupils  whose  average  for  the  year  is  sixty  per  cent,  will  be  entitled  to  promotion 
to  the  next  higher  grade. 


Lyceum,    Arithmetic, 


